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between Belgrade and Sofia in 1937 and in 1938
merely made it easier for Dr. Stojadinovic to betray
the Little Entente.
Bulgaria, small, weak and far away, with its over
80 per cent, peasant population of apparently incurably
Slavonic and democratic sentiment, without a German
minority or important mineral resources, might have
seemed uninteresting from the German expansionist
point of view. But thoroughness forbade the Nazis
to ignore revisionism in Bulgaria, for this ambition
demanded a return to the treaty dictated by Germany
herself in Bucharest in 1918; it could make the
Bulgarians a disturbing factor and minimize the
security of each of the members of the Balkan Entente.
It had happened, also, that when Bulgaria's foreign
trade (such as it had been) was almost wiped out in
1933 by the world depression, her commercial rela-
tions with Germany were the thing that saved her.
From that time on Bulgar-German trade developed
prodigiously and became a factor which could not be
neglected. Further, if there was no German minority
as an outpost of Nazi Empire, Professor Tsankoff, the
man who had succeeded Stambulisky as Premier in
1923, became the leader of a violently revisionist and
pro-Nazi group known as the National and Social
Movement. The Tsankoff people were exceedingly
active in 1935 and 1936, and although they obviously
failed to win over the Bulgarian people, they have
usually been represented in recent Bulgarian Cabinets.
Nor did it go unconsidered in Axis policy that King
Boris was a Coburg whose father lived in Germany
while Italy had provided his wife.
In July 1938 a friendly treaty was arrived at between